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ALVANLEY PARISH COUNCIL 




Draft Only

Minutes of the Alvanley Parish Council meeting held on 
Wednesday 2 Sept 2009 at 1900 hours at Alvanley Village Hall.

1
PRESENT/APOLOGIES

Present:
Cllrs:
Mrs B Crowe


Mr D Dobson

Mr R Hughes


Mrs G Cousins


Mr R Dugdale

Mr S Allen

Mr D Bowker (Clerk)
and 17 members of the Public


2
Apologies

Apologies were received from Cllrs Mr A Wright and Mrs C Carruthers
3
Declaration of Interests

Cllrs Mr R Hughes and Mr R Dugdale declared an Interest in the Planning Application for Greenbank Garage. 
4
Issues to be raised by members of the Public not covered by the agenda

The Clerk was asked if the Parish Council had received a communication from 

Mr Matthews.

The Clerk confirmed that an E-Mail had been received on the 30th August but as the Clerk had been away at the time this had not been forwarded to Councillors until the afternoon of the 2nd September and therefore had not been included on the Agenda for the Parish Council meeting on the same evening and therefore would not be discussed.

It was agreed that a response would be sent to Mr Matthews after Councillors had been able to view the document.

A member of the public bought to the attention of the Parish Council that approval had been given for the development of an Incinerator on Ince Marshes and asked if the Parish Council had been consulted.

The Clerk advised that the Parish Council had objected to the original application and had then decided to spend some of the precept to support RAIN in its further efforts to stop the development but the decision to go ahead had been taken at ministerial level and there had been no further consultation with the Parish Council.

Concerns were raised by the members of the public about the smell that had been in the air from the waste area at Hapsford.

The Clerk was asked by the Parish Council to contact Cheshire West and Chester for more details about the operation of this site. 

5
Minutes of the previous Parish Council Meeting (1st July 2009)    Draft Only
A member of the public raised concerns about the wording of the last paragraph under item 4 of the above meeting and this matter was then discussed by the Councillors who agreed that no change was required to the minutes as presented.
The minutes were then agreed as a true record, proposed by Cllr Cousins, 
seconded by Cllr Dugdale, agreed by a majority vote and signed by the Chairperson.  
6
Matters arising from last meeting






A
Towers Lane

Since the last meeting in July their has been no further communication with the Parish Council about this development and with no Cheshire West and Chester councillors present it was not possible give any further information to the Public.
It was agreed that for the next meeting the Member of Parliament for the area, Mr Mike Hall, should be invited to the next meeting in order that residents could then show there level of concern on this subject and also question him about the actions being taken nationally about this problem and also how local MP’s are working together to solve this issue in Cheshire West and Chester.

It was also agreed to contact Cheshire West and Chester to get up to date information about the Foul Drainage System and also the progress that is being made about new sites for travellers in Cheshire West and Chester. 

There was also concern that if the travellers were allowed to remain on the site for 7 years then residency would be established and they would then have the right to remain permanently.

Members of the Public also asked if members of Helsby Parish Council could be invited to the next meeting in order that their views could also be heard on this subject. 

B
Bank House Farm
The front of the property has now been tidied up by the owner following intervention by the enforcement officer for Cheshire West and Chester and further discussion will take place to try to persuade other property owners to improve the rest of the area.
C
Highways
The councillors wanted the following areas to be reported

Back Lane
The original pothole has been done but further work is required closer to the junction.
Commonside






Draft Only
Further concern was expressed about the verges between Cliff Farm and the Ridgeway.

Teuthill
Potholes had been repaired but were starting to break up again and needed to be further inspected
Towers Lane
Rubbish had been deposited about halfway down the lane and needs to be removed.
7
Reports on local meetings attended by Councillors


Cllr Cousins and Hughes had attended the area meeting of ChALC at which Cllr Cousins had been elected to sit on the executive of the Main organisation.
The Clerk will keep the councillors advised about when these meetings are taking place. 
8
Accounts
Cricket Club Hall Hire
It was proposed by Cllr Dugdale and seconded by Cllr Crowe that the Invoice should be accepted for the hire of the hall which was used for the Village Quiz competition. The proposal was passed unanimously.
The Clerk will process Cheque no 000504 for £25.
Village Hall Quiz 







It was proposed by Cllr Crowe and seconded by Cllr Dobson an entry should be made in the 2009 competition. The proposal was passed unanimously.

The Clerk will process Cheque no 000505 for £20
9
Planning Applications


09/01410/FUL 25, Ardern Lea
This application was discussed by the Council and comments will be forwarded to the Planning Department of Cheshire West and Chester Council.

06/2126/FUL Greenbank Garage (Change to condition 13)

This application was looked at by the Council and it was agreed that further information was required before an informed decision could be made.

10
Items introduced by Parish Councillors
Speed Indicator Device
The clerk advised that sites in the Parish had now been approved and Cllr Hughes agreed to co-ordinate the usage of the unit with the co-ordinator of Project Rural Matters.

Parking in Churchway
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This subject was raised at the previous Council meeting by Cllr Dugdale and the Council has subsequently received further correspondence from the owner of Peartree House.

A comment had been placed in the village newsletter but this had not been particularly successful in reducing the vehicles parking in this area.
The clerk will now arrange to contact the Highways dept of Cheshire West and Chester Council to request an on-site visit to discuss what alternatives could be proposed for this area.
Helsby Road








Concern was expressed about vehicles parking between Ash Cottage and the junction with Manley Road and the potential this had for causing an accident.
The clerk was asked to contact the Police for their observations.
Councillors Expenses

The Clerk has asked ChALC to confirm the current rates that are applicable when councillors travel on official business.

Churchyard Maintenance

Eight people turned up for the last working party and together with the work being done by Mr Forbes the Churchyard is looking far more presentable, however, consideration needs to be given to the future and the money set aside by both Alvanley and Manley Parish councils has nearly been used and there may be need of an increase in 2010 if the current arrangements are to continue.

The Council asked the Clerk to find out more about the “Community Payback” scheme to find out if this could be used to supplement the paid work being carried out by Mr Forbes.

Training for Councillors

Cllr Hughes commented on the many training programmes that were on offer for councillors and thought that it would be beneficial if more councillors and the Clerk were able to attend those relevant to the running of the Parish council.
11 Agenda Items for the Next Meeting

Nothing raised.
12 
Date of Next Meeting

The next meeting will be held on 14th October 2009 at 1900 hours at Alvanley Village Hall. 

The meeting closed at 20.52 hours.
_________________________  Cllr. B Crowe (Chairperson)
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