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ALVANLEY PARISH COUNCIL 
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Minutes of the Alvanley Parish Council meeting held on 
Wednesday 10th March 2010 at 1830 hours at Alvanley Village Hall.

1
PRESENT/APOLOGIES

Present:
Cllrs:
Mrs B Crowe


Mr D Dobson

Mr R Hughes


Mr A Wright


Mr S Allen


Mrs C Carruthers


Mrs G Cousins
Mr R Dugdale ( See Apologies)

Mr D Bowker (Clerk)
Ward Councillors

Alan McKie

Ralph Oultram

Mr Jeremy Owens

Ms Dawn Taylor

Mr Adrian Crowther

Ms Alison Armstrong

and 9 members of the Public


2
Apologies

Apologies were received from Cllr Dugdale for not being able to be present at the start of the meeting
3
Presentation by Ms Alison Armstrong
Cheshire west and Chester Council through the Local Strategic Partnership Director have been in consultation with approx60 Parish and town councils to consider services that they may aspire to carry out themselves.

The range of services to be considered has been wide and diverse but there is still the opportunity for councils to act independently based on their own requirements, some of the services will be statutory services but many are based on local need.
The Council are currently working on Minimum Service Standards that will be required and in the future they may be running seminars relating to how the work needs to be carried out.

A budget has been allocated for the current year and this budget will be the basis for how the money may be divided after 2011 but there will still be flexibility dependant on local needs.

It will be possible for councils to combine on certain services but they will need a service level agreement between them.
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The Council thanked Ms Armstrong for her presentation and agreed that they would consider the options and would be happy to receive further information as and when it became available.
4
Declaration of Interests

Nothing declared. 
5
Issues to be raised by members of the Public not covered by the agenda

No issues raised
6
Minutes of the previous Parish Council Meeting (3rd February 2010)    
It was proposed by Cllr S Allen, seconded by Cllr C Carruthers, that the minutes were a true record; this was agreed unanimously and signed by the Chairperson.
7
Matters arising from last meeting






A
Towers Lane
Further to the last Parish Council meeting there were questions raised at that meeting which the officers of Cheshire West and Chester Council came along to cover.
The Council has received a grant of £1.5 million which although not site specific the majority, if not all of the money, will be required to develop a site in Ellesmere Port so that travellers can currently move from an unofficial site on Oil Sites Road.

There is the possibility to bid for further funds before the end of April but if the approval process takes as long as the first bid then it could be autumn before anything is heard.

It was thought that funding had been discussed with CWaC but nobody could confirm what may be available should the second funding bid fail.

The "short list" of alternative sites should be completed before the end of March and it would then need to go for consultation before returning to the Council for final approval.

Mr Owens confirmed that it was most unlikely that approval and development of any of the alternative sites would be completed before March 2011 when the temporary permission ran out on the Towers Lane site.

Mr Owens was commended for his frankness by members of the public.

Many questions were then asked by the Councillors and the Public relating to the current site and Mr Crowther asked if any questions in the future could be directed to him to ensure that he had the whole picture.
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It was agreed by the Parish Councillors that while they had no intention of not challenging all matters related to the travellers development the item would not be part of the agenda at the next meeting but confirmed that obviously any member of the public could still raise specific concerns under the “Issues to be raised by members of the public not covered elsewhere on the agenda”.
B
 Highways







Commonside

It was proposed by Cllr Carruthers and seconded by Cllr Allen that a letter of thanks is sent to the Area Highways engineer for the speed and quality of work that had taken place at the area known as the The Cliff on Commonside.
A vote showed a majority in favour of the letter being sent.

The council were still not happy about the state of the carriageways following the recent bad weather but did accept that the Highways dept was still working to rectify this situation.

Publication of Information / Standing Orders

It was agreed by Councillors that a sub committee of three councillors be formed to look at this issue and report back to the full council as soon as possible.

Cllrs Allen, Carruthers and Hughes agreed to be the sub committee members

VAT Refund

The clerk advised that an initial claim was made but following this he had received guidance notes about VAT claims and forwarded a revised claim. The council has subsequently received payment for both claims. The Clerk advised the authorities of their error and received a reply which did not offer a way to resolve the situation.
It was proposed by Cllr Cousins, seconded by Cllr Dugdale and agreed unanimously that the Clerk should take no further action unless contacted by HMRC.

Adopt a Kiosk

The clerk read out two options given by BT and it was proposed by Cllr Hughes, seconded by Cllr Carruthers and agreed unanimously that Option 1 should be taken.

This will mean that we offer to buy the Kiosk for £1 but then BT will have the option to disconnect the electric supply at their convenience once the phone equipment had been taken out.

Cattle Crossing Signs

Following discussion with the local farmers (Nodens) the clerk had advised the area highways team the outer points where the cattle currently move and they will now assess these locations and decide if and where signs can be erected.
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Gritting Bins

The Council requested information about what criteria needed to be followed to have Gritting Bins within the village and a reply was forwarded advising that a review of winter maintenance arrangements was to be carried out and the Councils interest would be noted.

It was agreed that the Clerk should ask for more details. 

Community Pride Competition

It was proposed by Cllr Cousins and seconded by Cllr Dobson that Alvanley should enter the 2010 competition.

A vote was taken and the Councillors agreed unanimously.

8
Reports on local meetings attended by Councillors
Cllrs Crowe and Cousins attended the Gypsy and Traveller seminar held at County hall and both agreed that the event was poorly organised and that the speakers could have been better.

Their opinion was that many questions were not fully answered.

Cllr Cousins attended the Vale royal area meeting and after a speaker had sent her apologies Cllr Cousins gave a short presentation on Local services along with her colleague Frank Thomas.

Cllr Cousins advised that the general consensus was that there was scepticism about the whole process.

It was also agreed at the meeting that training undertaken by ChALC should be a t venues more accessible to everybody.

Councillors had attended the recent Village design Statement meeting and told the Council that they hoped to have 100 copies of the document very soon but would endeavour to get as many as possible without having to pay further printing costs.

Cllr Hughes had attended a training session run by ChALC on the Roles and Responsibilities of Councillors and had provided electronic versions of the papers discussed at the meeting.

A members evening organised by Cheshire community Action had been attended by Cllrs Hughes and Allen and they had both be interested to learn more about the Parish Plan process and how it had contributed to the development of a new Village Hall in another area
It was agreed that The Parish Plan development Officer (Bron Kerrigan) should be invited to a future meeting to give presentation to the whole council.
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9
Accounts

Councillors Expenses
It was proposed by Cllr Crowe and seconded by Cllr Cousins that Cllr Hughes’s travel expenses of £22.40 for attending the ChALC training should be accepted

The proposal was passed unanimously.

The Clerk will process Cheque no 000512 for the above amount.
Village Hall Hire

It was proposed by Cllr Allen and seconded by Cllr Carruthers that the Village Hall hire charge of £75.00 for the period of October 2009 to March 2010 should be accepted

The proposal was passed unanimously.

The Clerk will process Cheque no 000513 for the above amount.

ChALC Invoice 001615

It was proposed by Cllr Dobson and seconded by Cllr Wright that the Invoice of £30.00 to cover the attendance of Cllr Hughes at the Roles and Responsibilities training session should be accepted

The proposal was passed unanimously.

The Clerk will process Cheque no 000514 for the above amount.

10    Planning Applications
09/02363/FUL
Ashfield, Back Lane

It was agreed that a letter from the Parish Council should be forwarded to Mr Chris Hindle relating to the consultation process between the Parish Council and Cheshire West and Chester Council. 
10/00297/FUL
The Beeches, Manley Road
The above application was a re-submission of application 09/02255/FUL and although some changes had been made to the original application the Parish Council decided that further comments needed to be forwarded to Cheshire West and Chester Council

11
Items introduced by Parish Councillors /Clerk
Mid Cheshire Footpaths Society Subscription
It was proposed by Cllr Wright and seconded by Cllr Dugdale that the subscription charge of £8.00 to the above society should be accepted

The proposal was passed unanimously.

The Clerk will process Cheque no 000515 for the above amount.
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12
Agenda Items for the Next Meeting

a) Publication of Information Scheme

b) Standing Orders

13 
Date of Next Meeting

The next meeting will be held on 28th April 2010 at 20.00 hours at Alvanley Village Hall. 


The meeting closed at 21.28 hours.

_________________________      Cllr. B Crowe (Chairperson)
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