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ALVANLEY PARISH COUNCIL 
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Minutes of the Alvanley Parish Council Meeting held on 
Tuesday 29th June 2010 at 19.00 hours at Alvanley Village Hall.

1
PRESENT

Present:
Cllrs:
Mrs B Crowe




Mr R Hughes


Mr A Wright


Mr S Allen


Mrs C Carruthers



Mrs G Cousins 

Mr D Bowker (Clerk)
Mr Graham Evans 

MP for Weaver Vale

Cllr Lynn Riley
)

Cllr Ralph Oultram
)
Ward Councillors

Cllr Alan McKie
)

Mr Jeremy Owens
Strategic Manager Spatial Planning
Ms Dawn Taylor 
Cheshire Partnership Gypsy Traveller Coordinator
and 15 members of the public
2
Apologies

Apologies were received from Cllr Dobson (Chairperson)
3
Declaration of Interests

Nothing declared.
4
Issues to be raised by members of the Public not covered by the agenda

Nothing Raised
5
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting - AGM (25th May 2010)    

It was proposed by Cllr Wright, seconded by Cllr Hughes, that the minutes were a true record; this was agreed unanimously and signed by the Vice Chairperson, 

Cllr S .Allen, who chaired the meeting.
6
Matters arising from last meeting





A
Towers Lane

In answer to a question from Cllr Cousins Mr Jeremy Owens told the meeting that 12 sites had now been identified and it had been hoped that this would be the basis for the final list to go out for consultation, however, after further work with the consultants it was decided that this was not sufficient and they intended to return to the original list of several 100 to look for others.

This would be achieved in the main by relaxation of the sustainability criteria. 

Once they had a meaningful list then this would be placed before the executive of Cheshire West and Chester.
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It was very unlikely that anything would be completed before March 2011 and there will not be sufficient provision for Gypsy and Travellers 

CWaC are still working to the guidelines that have been set out but they did advise that there had been a reduction in the number of pitches required which overall would help when it came to funding requirements

Current funding for sites stood at £1.5m but this was going to be used to re-site travellers in Ellesmere Port who currently occupied contaminated land.

Temporary planning permission runs out on Towers Lane in March 2011 and therefore it is likely that should an alternative site become available then they would be the first to move.

Cheshire West and Chester still have to follow guidelines set out by previous administrations but the Member of Parliament for Weaver Vale, Mr Graham Evans, attended the meeting and advised the following changes that the current administration wished to make over before the end of Parliament.

· The creation of a new criminal offence of international trespass, as already in place in the Republic of Ireland.

· Curtail the ability to apply for retrospective planning permission. This will stop the practice of people laying down concrete on weekends or bank holidays and then applying for planning permission.

· Scrap John Prescott’s unfair Whitehall planning rules, which are compelling councils to build traveller camps on the Green Belt and compulsory purchase people’s land to find sites.

· Give tougher ‘stop notice’ enforcement powers to councils with authorized sites and give support central funding for councils to build authorized sites – rather than being funded by local taxpayers.
B 
Publication of Information
The Clerk advised the councillors that he was happy with the information in the document and should any requests be made for information he was happy to meet the requirements of the document.
It was proposed by Cllr Carruthers and seconded by Cllr Cousins that the document be adopted, a vote was taken and unanimous approval given.

C 
Community Project

It was agreed that the Parish Council would have representation at the Village Show to discuss Community projects that may be considered for 2011 and beyond.
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D
Highways

Back Lane
Cllr Hughes advised that work had been carried out and seemed to be to a very acceptable standard. It was agreed that the Highways Dept should be told how pleased the council was with the work

Commonside
We have been told that work should commence soon but the councillors decided that a follow up should be sent to see if a date could be given

Cattle Crossing Signs
These have been assessed and work will be carried out in the next month or two.

Bollards (Church Way)
We were advised that this was still ongoing but no date as yet as to when the work will be started.

Footpath at Simmonds Hill

Clerk to report that it is overgrown.

Bank House Farm
The Clerk to report that further work needs to be carried out at this property to make it look tidy and particularly in the area where vegetation is now growing over the pavement.

Rock Farm (hedges)

Councillors have had complaints about the hedging on primrose lane that belongs to this property and the Clerk was asked to contact CWaC to find out what actions could be taken, if any.

Primrose Lane (Hedges)

Members of the public reported that the hedges on the traveller’s property were starting to grow towards the carriageway. Dawn Taylor offered to take this matter up with the travellers at her next meeting.
Manley Road (Hedges)

The Clerk advised that all properties on Church Way which have hedges that back onto Manley Road had been asked to cut them back to the boundaries of their properties.
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7
Reports on local meetings attended by Councillors
Cllr Cousins had attended the executive committee meeting of ChALC and reported two items of possible interest.


National Government are considering action with regard to the Standards Commission but CWaC are looking at alternatives.


There are also possible changes to the postal service which may see the abolition of 1st and 2nd class service as well as cutting Saturday deliveries.




8
Accounts

None presented









9         Planning Applications
10/01335/LDC
Kerrowmoar, Manley Road, Alvanley.
The above application was considered by the Councillors and it was agreed that no comments would be made about this application for a Lawful Development Certificate.
10
Items introduced by Parish Councillors /Clerk
The Clerk advised that he had now received the contract to buy the telephone kiosk and the Council agreed that they still wished to go ahead with the purchase. Cheque No 000565 was raised for £1 to cover the cost of the purchase. 










11
Agenda Items for the Next Meeting
12 
Date of Next Meeting

The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 8th September 2010 at 19.00 hours at Alvanley Village Hall. 


The meeting closed at 20.49 hours.

_________________________      Cllr. D Dobson (Chairperson)
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